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TriHealth will be 
opening an office in 
University Station to 
serve Xavier and the 
surrounding commu-
nities, and Staff  Writer 
Justin Worthing has the 
scoop.
Columnist Brendan 
Kelly addresses the 
need for social and 
political awareness on 
Xavier’s campus.
Features Guest Writer 
Rayshaunda Byrd sat 
down with Chris Ohmer 
of  “Cincinnati Magazine” 
to discuss “Evening of  
Fine Art, Fine Food & 
Drink”
Board of  Elections cancels outdoor campaigning 
for SGA Executive tickets, debate held as scheduled
By SABRinA  BroWN
Editor-in-Chief
Gunfire near campus raises safety concerns
By MErEDITH  FrANcIS
Campus News Editor
Students are once again rais-
ing concerns about public safety 
notifications after an incident in-
volving gunfire occurred close to 
Xavier’s campus.
On Saturday, Feb. 8 at 6:40 p.m., 
Cincinnati Police and Norwood 
Police informed Xavier Police 
of  gunshots fired at a vehicle on 
Dana Avenue between Woodburn 
Avenue and Montgomery Road. 
Suspects in a second vehicle iden-
tified as a black Nissan Maxima 
with tinted windows fled the area.
 “It was determined that after 
the shooting, the car fled the area. 
So, we didn’t deem it to be an im-
minent or ongoing threat. But we 
did decide that given it was so close 
to campus and some students may 
have heard the gunfire, that there 
was a need to issue some kind of  
alert to let people know what was 
going on,” Jeff  Coleman, associ-
ate vice president of  audit and risk 
management, said.
Last year, Xavier Police and 
the Office of  Audit and Risk 
Management worked with the 
Student Government Association 
to create an alert system for “Level 
2” and “Level 3” alerts. This was 
in response to some student com-
plaints that students were unaware 
of  dangerous crimes occurring 
close to campus.
According to Xavier Safety’s 
website, a Level 1 incident alert 
is issued when there is an “im-
minent and ongoing threat” to 
Xavier’s campus. It is this kind of  
incident that prompts the univer-
sity to send XU Alert Me notifica-
tions via text messages, emails and 
phone calls. 
Under current safety opera-
tions, a Level 2 incident alert is is-
sued when a violent crime is com-
mitted on campus or within a one 
to two block radius of  campus. 
In order to receive these alerts 
via email, students have to actively 
sign up through the Xavier Safety 
website by joining the Xavier 
Public Safety notice group. 
The website says that text mes-
sage alerts are not available for 
Level 2 incidents. According to 
Coleman, only 350 students are 
signed up to receive Level 2 email 
alerts right now.
“Our concern is that some stu-
dents either forget to sign up or 
just don’t take the time to do it. 
Then all of  the sudden something 
happens, and (students) are ques-
tioning why they didn’t know,” 
Coleman said.
There are also Level 3 inci-
dents, which are issued as a result 
of  crime trends, like a pattern 
of  theft. This level results in a 
public safety notice through the 
Xavier Safety website and on the 
@Xavier_Safety Twitter page. 
“One thing we’re considering 
doing right away for all students 
who live on campus is signing 
them all up for Level 2 alerts and 
if  they don’t want them, they can 
opt out of  them,” Coleman said. 
Under this planned system, 
all students who live on campus 
would receive alerts for Level 2 
incidents. 
This way, students who want 
the alerts will get them and those 
who do not will have to opt out of  
the alerts.
“Starting next year, we’re hop-
ing to make (Level 1) ‘opt out’ as 
well, so everyone will be automati-
cally signed up for it. Right now, 
everyone gets an email whether 
you sign up or not. But you don’t 
get the texts and phone calls un-
less you sign up. So starting next 
year our hopes are to make all of  
it ‘opt out’ instead of  ‘opt in,’” 
Coleman said.
Xavier Police Chief  Michael 
Couch advises students to think 
of  personal safety if  they witness 
a crime on or near campus.
“We know in today’s environ-
ment, random acts of  violence 
can occur anywhere at any time 
at any place,” Couch said. “Be the 
best witness you can be but don’t 
put yourself  at additional risk or 
in harm’s way.”
To sign up for Level 2 incident 
emails, visit www.xavier.edu/au-
dit-risk/Sign-Up.cfm.
Voting for the SGA Executive election begins at 8 a.m. on Feb. 12 and will close at 4 p.m. on Feb. 13. To read more 
about the tickets’ platforms, see p. 2. For the Newswire’s endorsement, see p. 9.
As the polls open for the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) Executive Election, Xavier 
students are accustomed to find-
ing candidates around every turn 
on their way to class, work and 
other on-campus activities. 
This year, however, outdoor 
campaigning has been cancelled 
for the opening day of  elections, 
Feb. 13. 
Due to what the SGA Board 
of  Elections has deemed “inap-
propriate behavior on the part of  
all tickets during indoor canvass-
ing,” the Board has decided to 
deny the candidates a final oppor-
tunity to directly interact with the 
student body before students cast 
their votes. 
The Board did not cancel the 
debate, however, which was held as 
scheduled on Feb. 11. Moderator 
and Board of  Elections Chair 
Jayson Lerman’s questions left 
many in attendance with some 
unaddressed concerns. 
Debate topics ranged from sus-
tainability to conspiracy theories, 
failing to acknowledge other is-
sues facing the Xavier community, 
notably its budget crisis, commit-
ment to Jesuit values and lack of  
administrative transparency. 
The candidates were encour-
aged to have dialogue with one 
another when discussing common 
themes across each ticket’s plat-
form such as printing, dining and 
communication. 
Contrary to typical debate for-
mat, presidential candidates were 
asked to identify strengths in their 
opponents’ tickets. 
The debate also allowed candi-
dates to address the recent viola-
tions appropriated to all tickets.
Multiple tickets appealed their 
violations in an effort to lessen 
sanctions and remain eligible to 
run for the SGA Executive po-
sitions. According to Lerman, 
no tickets have been disqualified 
as of  the Board’s Tuesday night 
meeting.
The Board of  Elections de-
clined to comment as to the na-
ture or extent of  the various 
violations.
Voting will begin at 8 a.m. on 
Feb. 12 at xavier.edu/election and 
close at 4 p.m. on Feb. 13.
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After the Opening Ceremony on Feb. 7, more 
than 2,800 athletes from 88 countries began 
competing in the 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi, Russia. Here’s the medal tally after 
five days of competition:
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“For a Better X-perience” “Leave Your Mark on X” “eXpect More” “Live-Work-Grow”
Key Platform Items: Key Platform Items: Key Platform Items: Key Platform Items:
ALL Card visiting hours 




Meal exchange program 
Multi-purpose recreational 
room on site of former 
bookstore
Print release stations in 
the Hoff Dining Commons 
and Smith Hall
Men’s basketball tailgate
Online syllabus database 
for students to preview 
classes
Increased dialogue and 
communication between 
government and students
Create your own major 
program
Consolidating and changing 
stigma about mental health 
services 
“Cincinnati Days” that 
highlight local businesses 
and events
Student-created “business 
district” along C5 parking 
lot
The 2014 Winter Olympics began on Feb. 7 in Sochi, Russia, amid 
international concerns about security threats and human rights.
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- The latest articles, 
profiles, reviews and 
editorials
- Biographies on 
each of our editorial 
staff members
- An archive of this 
year’s news, sports, 
arts and entertainment 
and opinions 
and editorials
In conjunction with its upcom-
ing production of  “From White 
Plains,” the Department of  Music 
and Theatre is planning three an-
ti-bullying events for the Xavier 
community at large.
The events include a showing of  
the documentary film “BULLY,” a 
reading of  “The Laramie Project” 
and a reading of  “The Laramie 
Project: 10 Years Later.”  Each 
event examines some of  the issues 
featured in “From White Plains,” 
such as bullying, sexuality and 
coping with the past. 
The showing of  “BULLY” 
will be followed by a discussion 
panel. The panel will include 
“From White Plains” director 
Craig Wesley Divino and Dr. 
Stephen Yandell of  the English 
Department. 
The two play readings will 
feature students from the theatre 
program. Both plays are about 
the small town of  Laramie, Wyo. 
where in 1998, college student 
Matthew Shepard was murdered 
because of  his sexual orientation. 
There will be an open discussion 
after both readings. 
“It’s a theater program’s re-
sponsibility to foster discussion,” 
program director Stephen Skiles 
said. “It’s important to delve into 
why a production is important, as 
opposed to just going, watching it 
and leaving.”
“Working on a play comes 
from a very human 
place. We’re trying to 
understand why people 
behave the way they do. 
It’s important that we 
facilitate that for others 
and that everyone has a 
voice in our program. 
If  a play ends after cur-
tain call, we’re missing 
opportunities,” Skiles 
said.
In an era of  increasing aware-
ness concerning issues like bul-
lying, nonmainstream identities, 
depression and suicide, college 
students are bombarded with in-
formation about these subjects 
but may not have the opportunity 
to engage in honest discussion. 
“I don’t know if  bullying is 
an issue at Xavier, but we’re not 
students for Xavier. We’re stu-
dents for the world. It happened 
in Laramie. It’s happening at the 
Olympics. We think that it won’t 
happen to us, but the only way to 
prevent it is to come to terms with 
it and then fix it,” Skiles said. 
The cast of  “From White 
Plains” will also be involved in the 
events. 
“I think it’s really cool that 
we’re doing stuff  outside the 
performances,” sopho-
more Sean Burlingame, 
one of  the show’s four 
cast members, said. “It 
allows the conversa-
tions that hopefully 
start when people see 
the show to continue 
outside the context of  
a single play and hope-
fully will spark some 
deeper awareness and 
understanding of  the issues that 
the play brings up.”
The showing of  “BULLY” 
will take place at 3 p.m. on Feb. 
15. The reading of  “The Laramie 
Project” will take place at 2 p.m. 
on Feb. 16, and the reading of  
“The Laramie Project: 10 Years 
Later” will take place at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 22. All events will 
be held in the Gallagher Student 
Center Theatre. 
For more information, visit 




Active Minds will be teaming up 
with the Student Health Advisory 
Council to host National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week Feb. 
24 - 28. The groups aim to start 
conversations on campus about 
how people should think and talk 
about eating disorders. 
The events will focus on edu-
cating students about  the deeper 
issues regarding eating disorders 
like anorexia and bulimia, which 
affect about 24 million in the 
United States according to the 
National Association of  Anorexia 
Nervosa and Associated Diseases. 
“Eating disorders are men-
tal illnesses, so by definition they 
are about more than just insecu-
rities regarding weight and body 
image,” Active Minds President 
Kaela Allton said.
For the first event, Mirrorless 
Monday on Feb. 24, Active Minds 
and Student Health Advisory 
Council members will cover all the 
mirrors on campus with posters 
that promote a cognitive recog-
nition that people are more than 
what they see in the mirror.
There will also be a showing of  
the documentary “Thin,” which 
openly demonstrates the nega-
tive effects of  eating disorders, on 
Monday evening.
On Feb. 25, the groups will 
host a media literacy discussion, 
which will be an engaging and 
interactive presentation on ways 
through which the media may dis-
tort people’s frame of  mind and 
may lead to disordered eating.
The groups will host a panel 
discussion in which profession-
als with experience in researching 
and treating eating disorders will 
talk about what they believe col-
lege students need to know about 
eating disorders, on Feb. 26.
In hopes of  promoting healthy 
ways to treat the body, Vitality 
will be hosting free yoga sessions 
in the Gallagher Student Center 
(GSC) and Active Minds will also 
have free Zumba sessions on Feb, 
27.
Active Minds and Student 
Health Advisory Council will pre-
pare for National Eating Disorder 
Awareness Week by hosting an 
activity in GSC a week before the 
scheduled events take place. 
At the event, students can write 
positive personal characteristics on 
a white board and have their pic-
tures taken with them holding the 
whiteboard. These pictures will be 
hung on posters around campus 
during the awareness week. 
“The goal of  this is to promote 
a value of  the self  that is based on 
inner qualities rather than physi-
cal features,” Allton said. “Most 
people are aware that eating dis-
orders are a serious issue, but it is 
crucial for everyone to be able to 
detect and handle the symptoms 
and complexities of  eating disor-




Students struggling with diffi-
culty reading and writing will now 
have a new opportunity to receive 
assistance, as the university re-
ceived a grant from the Women of  
Excellence to create the Assistive 
Technology and Learning Center 
(ATLC). 
The ATLC was developed 
to create a learning center that 
is equipped with programs to 
help reduce student difficulties 
that prevent them from learning. 
These include reading print mate-
rials, writing, study skills, note tak-
ing and organizational abilities.
The Women of  Excellence 
awarded Xavier the grant for ex-
cellent collaboration between the 
occupational therapy, special edu-
cation and learning center, digital 
media and instructional design 
departments.  
Although the lab has the ability 
to help students with disabilities, it 
serves all students. 
“We wanted a place for stu-
dents, both disabled and not, to 
get help with organization of  ma-
terial and time management, and 
get them familiar with what tools 
are out there,” Assistant Director 
of  Disability Services Cassandra 
Jones said.
The lab contains technology 
compatible with computers, iPads, 
iPhones and iTouches. Depending 
on the needs of  the student, the 
technology they use can sync up 
to any of  these devices.
There are three computers in 
the lab which have programs like 
the Texas Speech Program’s Read 
and Write Gold for those who 
have issues with reading, research-
ing, studying and writing. The 
program allows students to hear 
documents read aloud. 
The lab also has the Dragon 
Naturally Speaking program 
which allows students who have 
problems writing to dictate while 
the program types.  
The ATLC offers two different 
types of  learning-assistance pens 
which aid students in the process 
of  reading and writing. 
One of  these pens helps those 
who struggle with vocabulary by 
providing spot pronunciations 
and definitions of  words as they 
read. 
The Livescribe Smartpen re-
cords oral lectures and enters 
them as text on a computer.
Inside the ATLC, students will 
be able to learn about and then 
use these devices to enhance their 
learning. 
Currently, junior Jay Jones runs 
the ATLC, though the lab will be 
looking to hire another student as 
well.
Applications for the job will be 
on the student eXperience website 
sometime before spring break. 
To schedule a demonstration 
of  the services offered at the cen-
ter, students or teachers can email 
atlc@xavier.edu. Group demon-
strations are available on request.
The lab is located on the third 






Washington state suspends death penalty
Compiled by Andrew Koch
Washington Governor Jay Inslee announced on Feb. 11 that he 
will issue a reprieve to any death penalty case sent before him, 
effectively suspending the death penalty. Eighteen states have 
abolished the death penalty, six of them in the last 10 years. 
NFL draftee comes out
Michael Sam, a former  all-American defensive end for the 
University of Missouri Tigers, recently revealed that he is gay. 
Sam, who was named  co-SEC defensive player of the year and 
SEC leader in sacks, is the first openly gay NFL draftee. Though 
other NFL players have come out after retiring from the sport, 
Sam would be the first openly gay active player in NFL history if 
drafted this spring.
Shirley Temple Black dies
Former child actress and United States ambas-
sador Shirley Temple Black, 85, passed away 
on Feb. 10.  For more information on Temple 
and her career, see p. 11.
House votes to raise debt ceiling
The House of Representatives voted on Feb. 11 to raise the federal 
debt ceiling.  The proposal will be sent for approval by the Senate. 
Republican leadership hopes that raising the debt ceiling will help 
Congress avoid a financial crisis like the one that occurred last 
fall, when the federal government shut down for 16 days when 
Congress failed to pass a budget for the new fiscal year.
University creates new
learning assistance center
Xavier student  groups to 
recognize National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week
Theatre Department hosts 
anti-bullying events, art
Photo courtesy of lhric.org
Photo courtesy of 
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T riHealth to join University Station Upcoming 
Sf-.C SAC Events 
Feb. 20 
Trip to Funny Bone Comedy Club 
Ticket information coming soon. Must be 21 to attend. 
ealt Feb.20 Late Night Snack 10 p.m., Gallagher Student Center Atrium 
Photo courtesey ofwww.trihealth.com 
TriHealth plans to open two expanded medical practices in August at the newly developed University Station. Feb. 21 
BY JUSTIN WORTHING 
Sta.ff W titer 
TnHealth recently announced 
that they will add two medi-
cal offices to Xavier's University 
Station. The additions will serve 
the needs of the Xavier commu-
nity as well as the Norwood and 
Evanston communities. 
"We're thrilled to see an exten-
sion of TriHealth in a way that 
will strongly benefit our neigh-
bors in Evanston and Norwood," 
President Fr. Michael Graham, SJ. 
said in a news release. "University 
Station is an exciting and impor-
tant project that will enhance the 
lives of the entire Xavier commu-
nity, including students, alumni, 
visitors and all those who live and 
work near our campus." 
Both offices, called the 
Bethesda Family Practice and 
Queen City Physicians Offices, 
are scheduled to open in August 
before the start of the 2014-2015 
school year. 
Together they will use around 
17,000 square feet of office space 
on the first floor with three Queen 
City practitioners and 29 Bethesda 
Family Practice practitioners. 
TriHealth is the current official 
health care provider for Xavier 
and often provides support during 
home athletic events, but those in 
charge of TriHealth's addition 
stress its availability for all sur-
rounding communities. 
"This relocation to University 
Station will allow us to continue 
to provide care to the immediate 
community as well as offer our 
services to the Xavier campus," 
Lorraine Stephens, M.D. said in a 
news release. 
"Bethesda Family Medicine 
is excited to take this step in ex-
panding the primary care services 
we offer to our patients and the 
community," Stephens said. 
Queen City Physicians cur-
rently has a small location in Hyde 
Park with no room to expand 
their practice, so adding a new lo-
cation allows them to expand their 
capabilities. 
Bethesda Family Medicine is 
a residency program planning to 
move their Norwood practice. 
They have 18 resident physicians 
in training. 
Botl1 locations - as well as 
Xavier's new bookstore location, 
apartment complex and other of-
fice and retail space - are a part 
of the first of two phases in the 
University Stations $54 million 
development. 
All projects within phase one 
are expected to be completed in 
August 2014. 
Glow in the Dark Dogdeball 
6:30 p.m., O'Connor Sports Center 
Feb. 21 
Muskies After Dark featuring Erin Jackson 
9 p.m., Gallagher Student Center 
Feb. 20-22 
Late Night Movie: "Delivery Man" 
11 p.m., Gallagher Student Center Theatre 
Feb.27 
Spring Break Send-off with Airbrush T-shirts 
2 p.m., Gallagher Student Center Atrium. 
Catholic Ministry Teatn, 10 p.tn. 
Mass Cotntnittee off er 'Mass 101' 
Newswire Photo by Adam Spegele 
Rachelle Kramer, assistant director for Liturgy and Music in the CFJ, gives her presentation on Catholic Mass. 
BY RICH MEYERS 
Sta.ff W titer 
The Catholic Ministry Team 
and the 10 p.m. Mass Committee 
co-sponsored a Mass 101 presen-
tation in the Center for Faith and 
Justice (CFJ). 
This event catered to those 
who were interested in learning 
more about the historical signifi-
cance and the reasoning behind 
tl1e actions that take place during 
the Roman Catholic Mass. It was 
also meant to clarify some parts 
of Mass that people may have 
found confusing. 
Rachelle Kramer, assistant di-
rector for Liturgy and Music in 
the CFJ, made the presentation. 
Mass 101 was designed to be an 
interactive conversation about the 
liturgy where those who attended 
would be able to ask questions. 
"The Roman Catholic Mass is 
full of history, theological mean-
ing and scriptural basis that many 
people are not aware of," Student 
Chair for the Catholic Ministry 
Team Elizabeth Ralmer said. 
"Our aim in this presentation 
is to make more people aware of 
what's going on in the Mass each 
week so they can attend with more 
of an appreciation for its signifi-
cance," Rahner said. 
The event intended to reach 
out to those of Catholic and non-
Catholic faith to allow everyone to 
have a better understanding of the 
liturgical celebration. 
The presentation intended to 
make the Mass more accessible to 
participants as well as allow them 
to know more about the histori-
cal significance of aspects of the 
Roman Catholic Mass. Mass 101 
also showed the universality of 
the Roman Catholic Mass as it is 
essentially celebrated in the same 
way throughout the world. 
"I hope that those attending 
Mass 101 will realize the richness 
contained in the liturgy and be 
more excited about attending as 
an expression of faith and a way 
to join in prayer and worship with 
the Church around the world, 
since the same liturgy is essen-
tially celebrated in every country," 
Rahner said before the event. 
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Xavier Dining to hold SGA, SAC bring 1831 Week to Xavier 
Valentine's Day dinner 
Special Valentine's Day steak dinner 
offer returns to Hoff Dining Commons 
BY ALEX SPINDLER 
Sta.ff Writer 
The Hoff Dining Commons, 
m coordination with Xavier 
Dining, will sponsor a Valentine's 
Day Steak Dinner on Feb. 13, just 
one day shy of the actual holiday. 
This event, part of the 
Commons' "Xtra Special 
Experiences" series, hopes to at-
tract students (with or without 
meal plans) to the dining hall for 
a festive evening of love, commu-
nity and prime ribeye. Students, 
faculty and any visitors will also 
have the convenience of visiting 
a chocolate fondue fountain and 
dining on linen sheets for a holis-
tically romantic experience. 
The Hoff Dining Commons, 
after receiving multiple awards for 
culinary excellence at the univer-
sity setting, frequently showcases 
events such as this to renew in-
terest in the student body for the 
cafe style. 
Colloquially nicknamed "The 
Caf," the Dining Commons 
annually serves a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal, provides 
meatless options during the 
Christian season of Lent, offers 
gluten-free and vegetarian options 
year-round for students who pre-
fer or need those options. 
The caf just recently dished 
out Super Bowl snacks aplenty 
with mozzarella sticks, hot wings 
and salty pretzels. 
The intent behind promoting 
these events is to encourage both 
upper and lowerclassmen to fre-
quent tl1e Dining Commons and 
to encourage the Jesuit solidarity 
of community, a mission upheld 
by the university. 
The architectural design of 
the Dining Commons was built 
around those ideals. Appropriated 
sections of the cafeteria either 
reflect or encourage one of the 
many values handed down by the 
Society of Jesus. Distinguishable 
evidence points to that frame-
work, since tl1e Jesuit sun, photos 
of alumni being men and wom-
en for otl1ers and references to 
past religious figures are evident 
tl1roughout the cafeteria. 
Although a steak dinner fits 
the Valentine's Day theme, the 
Hoff is taking a step further with 
an evening of compassion and 
togetherness. 
Students with a meal plan will 
only need to pay an additional 
tl1ree dollars to a meal swipe to 
receive a steak cooked of their 
choice. 
Any student wishing to attend 
dinner without tl1e steak will not 
be forced to pay the extra fee. 
Dinner hours for the Hoff Dining 
Commons begin at 4:30 p.m. and 
end at 8 p.m. when the cafeteria 
closes. 




House for Rent 2014 




Off -street parking 
Fenced backyard. 
Ideal for large groups up to 7. 
-
$37 5 /student for 4 or less, $350 /student for 5 or more. 
If Interested Contact: 
Matt: 513-587-9884 or matthew.dias@ge.com 
Large house available June 1, 2014 
Short walk to campus 
7 bedrooms 
3 kitchens 
5 living rooms 
4 bathrooms. 
Completely renovated for move in. AC, full court bas-
ketball court, off-street parking. 
$2000 /month. Discounts given for less than 7 
roommates. 
If Interested Contact: 
Adam 513.608.0887 
Photo courtesy of www.twitter.com/XUExecs 
Traci Garcia, Brett Frederick, Keenan Collins and Markus Lasky provided doughnuts outside GSC as part of 1831 week. 
BY JENNY MENDOZA 
Copy Editor 
Student Government 
Association (SGA), Student 
Activities Council (SAC) and 
Xtreme Fans worked to bring a 
new, weeklong tradition to cam-
pus called 1831 Week. 
Xavier's first 1831 Week was 
Feb. 1 to Feb.8, and was filled with 
various activities, such as a semi-
formal dance, free food and free 
pnze giveaways. 
Feb. 1 was a day full of Xavier 
men and women's basketball, 
playing Seton Hall and Butler, 
respectively. 
Xtreme Fans also participated 
in the event, giving out X-Pulse 
prizes at the men's game vs. Seton 
Hall and a "Pop, Lock and Blob 
It" T-shirt at the women's game 
vs. Butler. 
Later that night was the 1831 
Semi-Formal Dance put on by 
SAC. On Feb. 3, the Xavier men's 
basketball team played Villanova 
on the road, with a game watch 
Feb. 4, 7:41 p.m. -
Xavier Police located an el-
derly person with dementia 
who was missing from his or 
her residence in Madeira. 
Feb. 5, 4:11 p.m. - A 
student reported the theft 
of his or her wallet left in 
an unlocked locker in the 
O'Connor Sports Center. 
Feb. 7, 12:38 a.m. - A 
student observed urinating 
in the R-1 Lot was cited for 
disorderly conduct. 
Feb. 7, 3:16 a.m. -
Norwood Fire and Rescue 
transported an underage in-
toxicated student to Mercy 
Hospital in Rookwood for 
possible alcohol poisoning. 
Feb. 7, 12:12 p.m. - A 
student reported tl1e theft of 
over $1 700 from their bank 
account involving a scam for 
which he or she applied on 
Craigslis t. 
party at 7 p.m. in the Gallagher 
Atrium. 
Rohina Malik's show with 
Alternative Breaks that was origi-
nally planned for Feb. 4 was post-
poned until 2 p.m. Feb. 5. Later 
that evening the women's basket-
ball team played DePaul, although 
due to the University closing, the 
Xtreme Fans T-shirt giveaway had 
to be cancelled. 
On Feb. 6, free donuts and 
hot chocolate were provided out-
side of Gallagher Student Center. 
There was a planned T-shirt swap 
at 4 p.m. in Fenwick Atrium where, 
if students brought T-shirts from 
other colleges, they could ex-
change them for a Xavier basket-
ball jersey. However, the event was 
postponed due to the weather. 
Feb. 7 also had cold and icy 
weather, so for the safety of stu-
dents willing to campout for 
the men's basketball game vs. 
Providence on Saturday, Feb. 
8, the campout was cancelled. 
However, there was free Qdoba, 
POLICE 
NOTES 
Feb. 8, 5:44 p.m. - A 
visitor attending an event in 
Cintas Center reported the 
theft of a cell phone left un-
attended in his or her bag. 
Feb. 8, 6:40 p.m. 
Cincinnati Police and 
Norwood Police informed 
Xavier Police of gunshots 
fired at a vehicle on Dana 
Avenue between Woodburn 
NOTE OF THE 
WEEK 
Just a couple of buds. 
Feb. 7, 10:29 p.m. -
Norwood Police and Xavier 
Police investigated a report 
that students living in a resi-
dence on the 1 700 block of 
Cleneay Avenue were throw-
ing beer cans at people as 
they walked by. The offi-
cers issued a warning to the 
students. 
Xtreme Fan T-shirts, a raffle and a 
DJ in the Gallagher Atrium. 
To cap off tl1e last day of 1831 
Week, the first 500 students in the 
Hoff Dining Complex received 
free breakfast prior to the men's 
basketball game. 
SGA, SAC and Xtreme Fans 
are all pleased witl1 the results of 
the first 1831 Week. 
''Attendance was high for all 
of the events. Although, the week 
had many changes to it, overall 
we were still happy with the out-
come," SGA Administrative Vice 
President Keenan Collins said. 
''We cannot be more thankful 
for the organizations and offices 
tl1at contributed to the success 
of the week. We have heard great 
feedback from students and other 
offices that would love to be a 
part of this week and to continue 
it in future years. Xavier has very 
minimal traditions, and we hope 
by starting tlus week it will grow 
and continue to be 'A Week to 
Remember,"' Collins said. 
Avenue and Montgomery 
Road. Suspects in a second 
vehicle identified as a black 
Nissan Maxima with tint-
ed windows fled the area. 
Xavier Safety issued a level 2 
public safety notice. 
Feb. 8, 11:58 p.m. - An 
intoxicated student reported 
he or she was assaulted by 
another student at an off-
campus house party in the 
3800 block of Winding Way. 
The student was escorted 
home and advised to follow 
up with Xavier Police and 
Residence Life if he or she 
wished to pursue a report. 
Feb. 9, 5:37 p.m. 
Xavier Police received a re-
port from a student who said 
tl1at his or her cell phone 
was stolen at an off-campus 
party. The phone was found 
in one of the residence halls 
and returned to its owner. 













Junior forward Martin added three rebounds, a block and a steal for Xavier.
Newswire Staff Writer Robert Jamieson gives an Olympic sports satire
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Winter Olympics 2014: Newswire’s Sochi Coverage
Welcome, everyone, to your 
2014 Sochi Winter Olympics offi-
cial coverage. Over the next sever-
al weeks, we here at the Newswire, 
like many of  you, will pretend 
to be experts of  Olympic sports 
where we have no idea what the 
heck is going on. 
This, of  course, is why we love 
the Olympics. The athletes, events 
and ceremonies keep us glued to 
the television as we wonder over 
non-commercial sports like the 
biathlon. With the Olympics just 
starting this past weekend, we 
still have ample time to catch up 
on what has happened so far. In 
short, you haven’t missed much. 
As I stated earlier, I have no 
shame in admitting that I do not 
know what is going on in the ma-
jority of  the events. I strangely 
think that this makes me love 
them more. 
The scoring system and strat-
egy in curling is over my head; the 
sanity of  the athletes who com-
pete in the skeleton is beyond me. 
So without further ado, for your 
reading pleasure, I will list the four 
must-watch Olympic events and 
whom to watch in each. 
1. men’s hockey: Do I re-
ally need to explain why you need 
to be watching the greatest sport 
ever invented by man? If  you 
aren’t into the NHL, that’s cool. 
But trust that international hock-
ey is way better. Any motivation 
you are lacking can be found in 
the movie “Miracle.” USA wins, 
Russia loses and every person who 
has never watched hockey can 
jump in a conversation and give 
their best Jack O’Callahan, “Why 
did you play cawlidge hawkey?” 
impersonation. 
The Favorite: Canada. The de-
fending champs look poised to 
take home another gold. They are 
also the only team who can over-
come having Roberto Luongo 
playing in net.
Your favorite: USA. It has an out-
side chance but won’t sneak up on 
anyone like it did in 2010. 
2. Women’s curling: Either 
you hate it or you love it. I have 
watched curling religiously for the 
last few Winter Olympics and I 
still don’t know the rules. It is also 
the only Olympic sport that you 
think you could do. Guess what? 
You can’t.
The favorite: Sweden. It will be 
going for a three-peat in Sochi with 
Canada as the only real threat. 
Your favorite: All of  them. All of  
them are your favorite. 
3. luge/skeleton/Bobsled: 
Why? Because these guys are in-
sane. Go search “crashes” in these 
three sports on YouTube, and you 
will see what I mean. 
The favorite: Germany for 
Luge and Bobsled and Latvia 
for Skeleton, proving that every 
country really has its own unique 
sport.
Your favorite: Jamaica, in the 
spirit of  the beloved movie “Cool 
Runnings.” 
4. short track speed 
skating:  It’s the 100-yard dash 
of  the Winter Olympics, minus 
the skate parallel to the ice. The 
event is intense, with the potential 
for crashes to happen at any mo-
ment, yet rarely occurring. 
The favorite:  Apolo Ohno is my 
best bet here. Even though he’s 
only doing commentary this year.
Your favorite: Crashes where no 
one gets seriously hurt.
 
An Olympics season is a time 
of  celebrating sport as a unifying 
force in the world. It’s where we 
forget our social and political dif-
ferences to celebrate the intensity 
of  competition and the beauty 
of  sportsmanship. And when all 
is said and done, hopefully the 
USA can boast another top medal 
count.
Less than a week removed 
from the tough 10-day stretch 
without a win, the Xavier men’s 
basketball team got back on track 
with a 59-53 win over Providence 
in Saturday’s matinee at Cintas 
Center. 
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away with the 
biggest of  a 
maximum of  
five points. 
Muskie de-
fense held Providence scoreless 
for nearly seven minutes, leading 
to an 8-0 in order to gain a slight 
10-8 advantage. 
Providence’s Josh Fortune car-
ried the Friars into halftime with 
a 32-31 lead. After conceding a 
quick two points, Chris Mack’s 
squad began the second half  with 
a 9-0 run to give them a 40-34 
lead.
Providence’s defense locked 
down and held Xavier without a 
basket for seven minutes, trim-
ming the lead down to one point 
with just over a minute remaining. 
Sophomore guard Semaj 
Christon put the game on ice with 
a clutch steal, assisting senior for-
ward Isaiah Philmore’s clear path 
dunk with 47 seconds left in the 
game.
The Muskies refused to walk 
away with another loss, and came 
out as the “hungrier Howies,” as 
junior center Matt Stainbrook said 
in a postgame interview.
Xavier’s top three scorers of  
Christon, Stainbrook and junior 
forward Justin Martin all came to 
play early Saturday evening as they 
combined for 38 of  the team’s 59 
points. 
Stainbrook led the way in 
all statistical categories with 13 
points, nine rebounds and five as-
sists to pair with Martin contribut-
ing 13 points, three rebounds and 
two assists. 
Christon’s stat line (12 points, 
two rebounds and three assists) 
does not show his impact on the 
defensive end, in which he limited 
Providence’s leading scorer Bryce 
Cotton to only nine points.
The win over Providence gave 
the Musketeers (16-7, 6-4 Big 
East) sole ownership of  third 
place in the conference head-
ing into Tuesday night’s matchup 
against Butler.
Xavier beat Big East rival 
Butler 64-50 last night at Hinkle 
Field House in Indinaoplis, Ind.
Freshman forward Jalen Reynolds capitalized in his first 
game back from suspension, pulling down five rebounds.
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Women’s basketball suffers loss to GU
The Xavier women’s basketball 
team fell to Georgetown, 66-58, 
in Saturday’s matinee at Cintas 
Center. 
The Musketeers are now 8-16 
overall and 3-9 in Big East play. 
The Georgetown Hoyas now im-
prove to 8-16 overall and 2-10 in 
conference play. The Musketeers 
are ranked fourth in three-point 
field goals per game (7.2) in Big 
East games.
Sophomore forward Briana 
Glover scored a team-high 15 
points, shooting 7-12 from the 
floor. Despite the loss, Xavier 
made 10-of-32 shots from behind 
the arc. Glover grabbed four re-
bounds, one block and an assist 
33 minutes of  play. 
Sophomore guard Aliyah Zantt 
finished with 14 points, four re-
bounds and four steals. Senior 
Shatyra Hawkes had 11 points 
and five assists, while senior guard 
Ashley Wanniger contributed 
eight points, five rebounds and 
four assists. 
Xavier shot 12-31 from the 
field, making 6-16 from behind 
the arc in the first 20 minutes of  
the game. The Musketeers forced 
the Hoyas into nine first half  turn-
overs and were able to capitalize 
with 10 points off  the miscues. 
Senior forward Andrea White 
helped the Hoyas to victory 
with 25 points and 14 rebounds. 
Freshman center Natalie Butler 
also contributed to the win with 
16 points and 17 boards. On the 
whole, Georgetown outrebound-
ed the Musketeers 53-29. Zantt hit 
a big-time 3-pointer at the buzzer 
to cut the lead to one (30-29) at 
halftime. 
Georgetown came out strong 
in the second half, taking an 11-
point lead (59-48) with 4:15 left in 
the game. Zantt and Hawkes hit 
back-to-back 3-pointers to bring 
the game to 59-54 with 3:16 left in 
regulation. Xavier was able to pull 
within four points (62-58) with 43 
seconds left but was unable to pull 
off  the win. 
Xavier will have a few days be-
fore hitting the road this weekend 
to face Marquette on Feb. 15 in 
Milwaukee. 
Records set by Track and Field
The Xavier men’s and women’s 
track teams continued their in-
door season as they traveled to 
the University of  Indianapolis to 
compete in the UIndy Relays. This 
proved to be a great meet for the 
Musketeers; in addition to three 
new school records, 15 individuals 
set new personal bests.  
On the men’s side, a team of  
distance runners consisting of  
freshman Grant Parrelli, sopho-
more Ryan Konstanzer and ju-
niors Connor Buchholz and Corey 
Zielinski set a new school record 
for the distance medley relay. 
The event is a relay with dis-
tance legs of  1200m, 400m, 800m 
and 1600m (one mile) respectively. 
The team finished with a time of  
10:14, claiming fifth place and 
the top spot in the Xavier record 
books. 
For the women’s team, junior 
Audrey Ramos and senior Anna 
Ahlrichs took control of  the 
3000m race, taking the top two 
spots while both recording per-
sonal bests in the event. 
Success continued for the 
women’s team as senior Madison 
Riethman finished first in the 
600m with a time of  1:41:35. 
Senior Susannah Shelley also 
recorded a first place finish with a 
time of  2:19:53 in the 800m. 
Senior Adrija Taraska and 
sophomore Onya Edwards also 
topped other school records.
Taraska threw a distance of  
12.55m for 11th place in the 
weight throw, and Edwards fin-
ished second in the triple jump 
with a distance of  11.20m. 
Senior guard Shatyra Hawkes had 11 
points and five assists in the XU loss.





Men’s basketball finds form in gritty victories
tage the other candidates or put 
up stickers in a residence hall. The 
presidential candidates represent 
us, and they — not you or I — 
will be the ones having meetings 
with the Provost and monthly din-
ners with Father Graham. 
Being a student at a private 
and expensive Jesuit university is 
a privilege. Many will never have 
the opportunity you and I have. 
With this Jesuit education comes 
responsibility. This is a time when 
we should be striving to become 
ever more socially and politically 
conscious men and women for 
others. This occurs both inside 
and outside of  the classroom 
whether we realize it or not. We 
must be willing to explore issues 
outside of  ourselves and question 
the dominant narratives that have 
been preached to us throughout 
our lives. 
That does not mean we must 
drop them, but rather that we must 
engage in critical conversation and 
be willing to have dialogue. I en-
courage you to take time to attend 
a lecture that isn’t for extra credit 
or to visit a professor not just 
because you missed class, but to 
learn about their research. 
“Oh, I’m too busy,” you might 
say. I’ve made that excuse too 
many times before, and as a sec-
ond-semester senior I find myself  
regretfully wishing I had done 
more. I encourage you to read 
each candidate’s platform and to 
hold whoever wins accountable. 
Even if  you are a senior and may 
be more ready than ever to leave 
this school, I hope you will want 
the leadership to be left in good 
hands.
You and I are a part of  a gen-
eration that is becoming more and 
more self-consumed. This is made 
easier and easier with growing 
technological advances and better 
access to mobile devices. 
Do we use our iPhone every 
other minute to check out the 
stupid joke our friend made via 
Facebook or Twitter? Or do we 
possibly use our time to down-
load a news app and learn about 
the current civil war in Syria, im-
migration reform efforts or the 
healthcare system? 
It’s the small steps we take to 
educate ourselves that will add up 
in the long haul. Or will we as a 
Xavier community and represen-
tatives of  our generation continue 
thinking ignorance is bliss? We 
must wake up. Whether we like to 
admit it or not, becoming socially 
and politically engaged students 
starts within our own community 
and student elections. I can’t make 
you login and vote or read a plat-
form, but I encourage you to do 
so as a small step in the right di-
rection and for the future of  this 
university.
Brendan Kelly is a senior major-
ing in international studies. He is from 
Olney, Maryland.
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to publishing opposing viewpoints and 
opinions in hopes of  fostering dialogue 
on campus that includes students, faculty 
and staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to 
the Editor on a weekly basis. Comments 
can be submitted online during the week. 
Please contact us if  you have opinions and 
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The university is the place to begin with civic engagement
“School elections? Ugh, not again. I thought it was bad 
enough in high school!” a young 
first year student mutters to her 
friend as she enters the Gallagher 
Student Center.  I have never re-
ally been a big fan of  school elec-
tions either. From my sophomore 
year of  high school, I vividly re-
member the young and popular 
beauty queen, whose financially 
successful parents helped her 
invest in her campaign with ev-
erything from bright neon pink 
T-shirts, pens and buttons to bum-
per stickers and sunglasses. Sure 
enough, she won the election and 
became student body president 
that year amidst an onslaught of  
high school drama ranging from 
vandalizing posters to Facebook 
gossip. I came to college, specifi-
cally Xavier, to get away from this 
type of  atmosphere. Yet, why do 
elections at a Jesuit institution for 
higher learning once again feel like 
a popularity contest? Will you or I 
just wear the T-shirt and vote be-
cause our friend is running in the 
election? 
I will be the first one to admit 
that I did get caught up in this trap 
at one time. Though I don’t regret 
my decision, I should’ve been bet-
ter informed on all the candidates’ 
platforms. When representatives 
for a platform come up to you on 
the green space, do you try and 
hide in hopes that they will just 
leave you alone on your walk to 
class? I will admit I have wanted to 
stay far away from school politics. 
This is not an answer. Our uni-
versity is going through a transi-
tion, and more than ever, we need 
mature class president who will 
promote Jesuit values and make 
sure our commitment to the com-
mon good and to the education 
of  the whole person stays in place. 
We as a university community 
need candidates who are focused 
on the issues, not who can sabo-
Last week, the chronology of  Robert Lockridge’s educa-
tion was misrepresented in “Moriah Pie.” Robert converted 
when he was 17 but had a crisis of  faith later on during his 
graduate studies at Regent College in Vancouver.
Correction:
Engaging student politics




Staff  editorial: endorsementLetter to the Editor:
In response to McMahon’s 
“Subsidized preschools?”
First, we have to applaud 
McMahon’s observation of  the 
importance of  culture with re-
gards to education in America. 
Culture is certainly the problem. 
However, what McMahon means 
to critique — albeit, in a limited 
way — becomes part of  a culture 
of  negativity in reaction to educa-
tion policy. This culture believes 
that no first step is capable unless 
it radically reorganizes our ap-
proach to education. 
We must ask, however, why 
support of  a policy can’t illustrate 
a shift in cultural values towards 
education. The broad support for 
expanding access to preschool is 
representative of  an attitude shift 
in education: one that exemplifies 
our commitment to equal foot-
ing in the education system. All 
children deserve as fair a shot 
as possible when they start first 
grade. That’s powerful, and we 
shouldn’t sell it short. It’s exem-
plary of  a commitment to fair-
ness and equality. Rather than this 
issue needing rethinking, the fact 
that early education access is an is-
sue on the local, state and federal 
agenda is suggestive of  an ongo-
ing change in attitude.
On his reference to Finland, we 
have to recognize that the coun-
try’s racial and economic homoge-
neity lends itself  to a greater edu-
cational equality. In an education 
system like the United States, with 
so many variables and factors, we 
cannot ignore the value of  test-
ing in helping policy writers make 
sense of  the complexity. 
When did we want to stop 
striving towards ambitious goals 
and metrics? Why is the sole inter-
pretation of  ambitiousness com-
petition? Can we not be ambitious 
in our pursuit of  fairness? To limit 
the role of  testing to increasing 
competition is a mistake. Rather, 
we must use these evaluation tools 
to reveal existing inequality and 
to discover strategies to address 
these systemic failures to ensure 
that every child deserves a chance 
to (and can) excel academically. 
— Josh Sabo, ‘14
The educational 
paradigm
After careful consid-eration, this year the Xavier Newswire 
endorses Colleen Reynolds, 
Shelby Alig and Thomas Edney 
in the election for the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
executives. The staff  endorsement 
is not indicative of  the opinion 
any individual on staff, nor does 
it indicate that a ticket is perfect. 
Rather, it reflects the result of  
careful deliberation about politi-
cal finesse and ability to complete 
platform initiatives.
The end of  this year’s campaign 
season has been fraught with elec-
toral violations for all tickets. The 
threat of  disqualifications for one 
or more tickets loomed until the 
night before voting began and the 
Board of  Elections has declined 
to comment on the situation, even 
after making decisions on the eli-
gibility of  some tickets and can-
celling campaigning. 
In this light, the staff  has been 
conflicted and reluctant to make 
an endorsement. Regardless, we 
believe it is important to judge the 
qualifications of  these tickets and 
their platforms, not their cam-
paign violations, and especially in 
light of  dwindling transparency.
Method
In the selection process, four 
traits were considered for each 
ticket and each ticket’s platform 
— innovation, feasibility, com-
mon sense and collaboration, or 
team chemistry. Each staff  mem-
ber involved scored along these 
traits to produce a grade for each 
ticket after interviews with all four 
teams.
Each ticket was asked ques-
tions about feasibility, the strength 
of  their ticket, what they be-
lieved the positions of  President, 
Legislative Vice President (LVP) 
and Administrative Vice President 
(AVP) entailed and how logistically 
prepared they were to fulfill their 
promises to the student body. All 
tickets brought some fresh ideas 
to the table, but some were more 
qualified and more experienced 
than others.
Colleen — Shelby — Thomas
Colleen, Shelby and Thomas 
presented the most feasible plat-
form accompanied by a team that 
exhibits a high level of  collabora-
tion. This ticket is experienced in 
working with Student Activities 
Council, the Office of  Student 
Involvement and other important 
student organizations on campus, 
including the University Conduct 
Board and Extreme Fans. 
The ticket exhibited a high 
level of  preparation by coordinat-
ing with key administrators in the 
university. Contact with adminis-
trators does not guarantee that a 
platform will succeed. However, 
without collaboration with univer-
sity administration, a ticket cannot 
reasonably expect to sufficiently 
represent the student body or ac-
complish key goals.
The platform from Colleen, 
Shelby and Thomas included 
some creative but realistic ideas. 
However, many recurring initia-
tives that have seen little or no 
progress reappeared on their 
ticket. 
They provided thoughtful and 
resourceful answers, as on the is-
sue of  security and the push to al-
low ALL Card access to all dorms 
for on-campus residents. They 
were also willing to look for cre-
ative solutions from other univer-
sities — as demonstrated in the 
idea of  a well-patrolled and well-lit 
pathway through campus at night, 
as borrowed from the University 
of  Kentucky — and to admit that 
some initiatives they wanted were 
merely prospects or in-progress, 
such as the return of  a meal ex-
change in Ryan’s Pub.
This ticket is stacked with 
skilled politicians who can subtly 
Newswire cartoon by Digs Coker
Election week cartoon:
approach issues like diversity, as 
demonstrated through their plat-
form position on increasing diver-
sity on appointed board positions. 
They have the edge to be reliable 
advocates for fundamental stu-
dent needs.
Laura Birckhead, Jake 
Haigis and Jon Hogue are a 
powerful ticket in many regards. 
They have original ideas and inno-
vative ways to make them happen. 
They are interested in pushing the 
student body toward underval-
ued programs on campus such as 
community-engaged learning and 
more tangible sustainability ini-
tiatives, as well as addressing the 
issues surrounding support for 
mental health on campus and en-
couraging student entrepreneur-
ship and economic interaction 
SGA Executive candidates Colleen Reynolds, Shelby Alig and Thomas Edney for President, LVP and AVP, respectively.
Photo courtesy of Facebook
with the communities that sur-
round Xavier. That said, this tick-
et is slightly lacking in clout and 
showed a need for more thorough 
research and preparation.
John Janisse, Rob Link and 
Lauren Holt introduced a hand-
ful of  ideas that are new to Xavier, 
though not new to academia. 
The feasibility of  ideas such as 
“create your own major” and a 
Kickstarter-esque program to 
fund club projects is dubious at 
best. This ticket did not fully ex-
plore the channels necessary to 
enact such difficult and expen-
sive measures and is lacking in 
necessary experience in working 
with student government and 
administration.
Erin Hinson, Scott 
Stratford and Marleny Lora 
seem underprepared to faithful-
ly execute the duties required by 
an office in student government 
and are also lacking in overall 
experience. Their platform is un-
derprepared, and while their ideas 
were practical in many regards 
— such as dealing with handicap 
accessibility and representing a 
wide range of  the student popu-
lation — this ticket does not of-
fer the energy and political savvy 
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Brian Sheridan plays rhythm guitar and is the lead singer for VanillaSake. 
Will “Shaggy” Clemens on the drums during the competition.
Left to right: Lauren Harden, Ivonne Duran, Nancy Martinez and Adrian Hernandez.
VanillaSake moves on to Semi-Final round 
of the Madison Theater Band Challenge
The long tradition of  local 
bands and great music contin-
ues with VanillaSake, a rock ‘n’ 
roll quartet in-
volved in the 
Cincinnati music 
scene and Xavier 
community. 
Brian Sheridan 
(vocals and rhythm 
guitar), Sean Dunn 
(lead guitar), 
Anthony Nataro 




round out the 
band’s lineup. 
Aside from lo-
cal gigs and ben-
efits, VanillaSake 
will have the op-
portunity to per-
form in the semi-
final round of  the 
Madison Theater 
Band Challenge on Friday, Feb. 
14. 
The event features bands from 
all over the Cincinnati area. Each 
musical act is judged on originality 
with combined scores from event 
judges and audience response. 
Clemens, a senior at Xavier, 
speaks on the band’s roots and 
development since its conception. 
“We started playing together by 
riffing on ‘Use Me’ by Bill Withers 
in late 2011 after jazz band re-
hearsal,” Clemens said. 
In fact, the name comes 
from the fact that the group 
“consists of  three white guys 
[…] and a hint of  Asian” 
according to the 
band’s online biog-
raphy. Henceforth, 
it would be named 
“VanillaSake.” 
Frequenting lo-
cal Norwood joints 
such as “Monty’s on 
Montgomery” and 
even Xavier Fest 
sponsored by the 
Student Activities 
Council, VanillaSake 
makes its mark time 
and time again. 
The self-named 
four-piece alterna-
tive rock band has 
spent the past two 
years rehearsing, per-
forming and even aiding 
with impromptu events. 
Surprisingly enough, 
the group maintains an un-
conventional approach to 
rehearsing music. 
“We don’t really rehearse,” 
Clemens said. “It’s more of  a jam 
in our living room.” 
This off-kilter approach only 
aids the band to produce stronger 
music and a compelling musical 
experience. 
Plus, the rehearsal technique 
shows how well all four members 
mesh together. 
VanillaSake will perform 
at 9:30 p.m. this Friday at the 
Madison Theater Band Challenge 
in Covington, Ky. for a chance 
to win over $5,000 in cash and 
prizes. 
For an eclectic show, great mu-
sic and a chance to catch up on 
local talent across Cincinnati and 
Kentucky, don’t miss this.
“The Lego Movie” delivers 
clever comedy to audiences
“The Lego Movie” makes you 
regret ever putting down those 
wondrous pieces of  plastic.
There’s so much to this movie 
that makes it one of  the most im-
portant animated movies of  the 
decade. 
Its phenomenal cast, imagina-
tive animation and smart narrative 
make it a well-done film. 
Much of  “The Lego Movie” 
is worth appreciating, but its best 
quality lies in its ability to appeal 
to all ages. 
Not only does it succeed in be-
ing a “movie for the whole family,” 
but it also utilizes a clever subtext 
of  social commentary. 
The story is skillfully written 
and enhanced by incredible ani-
mation that makes looking away 
from the screen an impressive 
feat.  
Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller, the directors and writers of  
the film, have proven their prow-
ess in the animated realm before 
with “Cloudy with a Chance of  
Meatballs” and in the live action 
direction of   “21 Jumpstreet.” 
Both are great films, but “The 
Lego Movie” has raised the bar for 
the already respected filmmakers.
Discussing the cast would be 
impossible considering the size 
and talent behind it, but part of  
the fun is trying to figure out 
which of  the stars are voicing the 
LEGO figures. 
The range of  actors and cam-
eos is just another impressive 
component to this film
Lord and Miller are currently 
working on “22 Jumpstreet,” and 
a sequel to “The Lego Movie” is 
already in the works.
SOL raises funds with event 
“Churros and Hot Chocolate”
Despite the cold weather 
and torrential snow, the Student 
Organization of  Latinos (SOL) 
offered students a brief  respite 
from the freezing temperatures 
with their fundraiser “Churros 
and Hot Chocolate.”  
SOL sold churros and hot 
chocolate to raise money for its 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez Book 
Scholarship. In honor of  the 
Columbian, Nobel Prize-winning 
author, the scholarship will be 
given to a first-year, sophomore 
or junior member of  SOL to help 
him or her pay for textbooks.  
Senior SOL co-President 
Nancy Martinez hopes that events 
like “Churros and Hot Chocolate” 
will help SOL increase its spon-
sorship for scholarships. 
“I think it’s great that a Latino 
or Hispanic student will receive 
money for books. It will really 
help him or her continue their 
education and, although it’s not a 
full-ride scholarship, it is helping 
the student meet his or her educa-
tional goals,” Martinez said.
SOL hopes that over time, 
the club’s sponsorship will grow 
enough to offer a full-ride schol-
arship. “We know that will take 
a long time, but Xavier has been 
very supportive,” Martinez said.
Applications for the Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez Book Scholarship 
will be available soon on SOL’s 
OrgSync page. 
The recipient of  the scholar-
ship will be announced at SOL’s 
Noche de Estrellas Gala on Friday 
March 28. 
If  you are interested in learning 
more about SOL, meetings take 
place at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays 
in the Multicultural, Gender, & 
Women’s Center.
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Don’t Tell Anna copes with space issues
President Kyle Isaacs shares updates on the future of Xavier’s improv group
Playwright and actor Rohina 
Malik inspires with “Unveiled”
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Don’t Tell Anna President Kyle Isaacs.
Don’t Tell Anna taking its final bow after a performance in Kennedy Auditorium.
Rohina Malik playing Noor in her one-woman production “Unveiled.”
Shirley Temple was a singing and tapping child star, beginning at age three.
Xavier University’s resident 
improvisational comedy group, 
Don’t Tell Anna (DTA), has had 
to make a lot of  adjustments due 
to available performance space 
over the past year. 
Despite its challenges, DTA is 
still going strong, bringing laugh-
ter to its growing crowds. 
Senior member and President 
of  DTA Kyle Isaacs shares his ex-
perience with the group, giving an 
inside look at the challenges the 
group has faced and how DTA 
plans to move forward.
Xavier Newswire (XN): As a 
member of  DTA for a couple years, 
how has the group changed since you 
joined?
kyle isaacs (ki): Generally, 
our format has not changed that 
much. We’ve had about eight 
members both years. We still do 
a show about every three to four 
weeks. 
XN: What is a regular rehearsal 
like and what techniques do you work 
on to rehearse improvisation?
ki: A lot of  it is working on 
what can make a scene better 
whether it’s building location, 
character development or making 
an environment. 












j o y a b l e 
for an 
audience. 
X N : 
Does each 
m e m b e r 
of  DTA 
have a specialty 
in improvisation, such as supporting a 
scene or initiating a scene?
ki: We all work really well with 
each other. 
Personally, I feel like I’m 
good at supporting. Sometimes 
it’s nerve-wracking thinking of  
an idea in advance. I like moti-
vating and supporting my scene 
partners. 
XN: Last year, DTA had 
specific location for its shows. 
Could you walk 
us through some 
of  the struggles 
DTA has en-
countered this 




night shows in 
the CLC, but 
it’s not ideal. 
We have done 
a few shows in 
the GSC Atrium, 
and it echoes and the 
sound doesn’t travel 
very much. 
We have also done 
a lot of  shows in the 
old cafeteria. It’s a nice, big space, 
but it’s not a performance space. 
If  the audience can’t hear, then 
they’re not going to get the full 
enjoyment of  the show.
XN: How have you tried to over-
come these space issues?
ki: We’ve talked about reserv-
ing Gallagher or the CLC extend-
ing hours on certain weekends. It’s 
all still in the works. 
Xavier University has been very 
supportive as they can be. 
There are a lot more pressing 
issues going on, so we understand 
it’s not the biggest thing in the 
world.
XN: How do you see the group 
growing next year? 
ki: I think it will be pretty 
similar to last year in terms of  the 
group size and dynamic. 
I’d like for us to develop smart-
er, more applicable humor to our 
improvisation, so that we’re not 
just making raunchy jokes. 
XN: What’s your favorite part 
about being a part of  DTA?
ki: Really, I just love the 
camaraderie. 
It’s so awesome to see the 
new members become your best 
friends. 
The scenes we do in our prac-
tices are hilarious. If  it bombs in 
practice, only seven people see it, 
so who cares? It’s my way to get 
away from life-struggles.
The next DTA show is sched-
uled for 9 p.m. Feb. 22 in the Cintas 
Atrium, reservation pending. 
Islam is often dragged into 
discussions on what “terror” 
and “post-9/11 America” 
mean, along with a host of  
stereotypes ofMuslim men and 
women. 
However, Rohina Malik’s 
one-woman play, “Unveiled,” 
sheds genuine, meaningful 
light on the mischaracter-
ized persona of  the Muslim 
woman.
Malik performed her play 
— which depicts five women 
of  different nationalities, cus-
toms and lifestyles — as part 
of  Alternative Breaks week.
All five women’s stories 
center around their struggles 
as Muslim women — in the 
extreme racism of  London, in 
the face of  hate crimes and in 
the chaos and confusion on the 
day the World Trade Center fell. 
The performance prompted 
both moments of  laughter and 
reflection from a large audience 
of  students who attended despite 
slick roads and cancelled classes.
Malik’s performance was im-
pressive as she transitioned from 
one character to another, from 
a South Asian Londoner to a 
Pakistani American.
The characters in “Unveiled” 
all wore the hijab, or veil, by 
choice. Malik rapped in Part 
Three as a South Londoner and 
said, “You can call me oppressed/ 
But I won’t be undressed/ I’m not 
your Bollywood erotic/ Harlem 
girl exotic.”
The production also focused 
on themes of  motherhood. 
“We believe Paradise lies under 
the feet of  the mother, so honor 
and respect mothers,” Malike’s 
first character, Maryam, said in re-
sponse to harassment, 
She also focused on the strug-
gles of  a mother to retrieve her 
children from school on Sept. 11, 
2001, in the midst of  an angry 
mob in Part Four.
The performance was accom-
panied by a professional oud play-
er. The traditional guitar-esque 
instrument set the tone for the 
performance as a whole, giving 
each part of  the performance its 
own style and sound.
“Unveiled” was an enlighten-
ing performance that offered an 
often-ignored perspective. 
The production demonstrated 
Malik’s talent and sense of  what 
Americans must hear to under-
stand what the “other” means.
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Beloved  ch i ld  star  leaves  behind  a  legacy  of  success
The unequivocally renowned 
child star of  cinema, Shirley 
Temple Black, passed away 
Monday evening at the age of  85. 
Noted for such films as “Curly 
Top,” “Heidi” and “The Little 
Princess,” Temple dominated the 
film industry with her trademark 
dimples, impressive acting range 
and charismatic presence. 
Earning close to $3 million 
in revenue before the age of  10, 
Black overshadowed other screen 
legends such as Clark Gable and 
Katharine Hepburn in popularity. 
She paved the way for studios 
to hire other child performers like 
Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney. 
After retiring from the enter-
tainment industry at 22, Black 
traded tap shoes for diplomatic 
pursuits, serving as a good-will 
ambassador to Czechoslovakia 
and Ghana in addition to her 
Republican influence in the United 
Nations. 
Her marriage to Charles Alden 
Black solidified her decision to 
leave the limelight when she took 
his name. 
Black also became an outspo-
ken advocate for breast cancer 
awareness after she was diagnosed 
in 1972. 
Her landmark decision to an-
nounce her diagnosis publically 
was unheard of  in a time when 
severe illness was not discussed in 
the mainstream media. 
Black represents another link 
lost to the golden era of  cinema 
that is gone forever. 
The public not only loses 
a childhood influence but a 
beacon for peace and a great 
humanitarian. 
Shirley Temple Black will surely 
be missed.
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Nearly 300 guests attended a preview ear-
lier this week featuring certain items from 
Cowan’s “Fine and Decorative Art Auction,” 
which will be held February 14-15. “Cincinnati 
Magazine,” in conjunction with Cowan’s 
Auctions, hosted an “Evening of  Fine Art, 
Fine Food & Drink.” Catalogues were pro-
vided to guests that highlighted antiques for 
auction. The event also gave guests a taste of  
the “Top Best New Restaurants” which will 
be featured in “Cincinnati Magazine’s” March 
issue. 
 Guest writer Rayshaunda Byrd, sat down 
with Chris Ohmer, Marketing Director of  
Cincinnati Magazine, about the event.
Rayshaunda Byrd (RB): What is the purpose of  
the event?  
Chris Ohmer (CO): We wanted to give 
our readers an opportunity to check out the 
“Best New Restaurants” which will be fea-
tured in our March issue. We also wanted to 
preview the fine and decorative art auction at 
Cowan’s Auctions. 
RB: How does Cincinnati Magazine play a role in 
the showcasing of  Cincinnati’s best new restaurants? 
CO: Our March issue is dedicated to the 
“Best New Restaurants,” so we are definitely 
shining a spotlight on the many new places to 
eat in town. 
RB: How many guests attended and how were they 
selected to be invited?  
CO: We had close to 300 guests.  Our guest 
list consisted of  clients of  Cowan’s Auctions 
plus the magazine’s “Insiders.”  Our “Insiders” 
are sort of  like our digital fan club - people 
who sign up to receive information online 
about our events, newsletters and special of-
fers.  “Insiders” also have access to many key 
features on our website such as our “Top 
Doctors” and “Best of  the City” lists.   
RB: What is your role in the event?  
CO: I produced and managed the event. 
RB: Why Cowan’s Auction for the venue?  
CO: The timing was great to host the event 
at Cowan’s Auctions since guests could get an 
early look at the upcoming fine and decorative 
arts auction.    
RB: How many restaurants were featured and how 
were they chosen? 
CO: (Nine) restaurants were included from 
the March issue.  Our restaurant reviewer Jeff  
Mathews is responsible for deciding who to 
feature in the magazine. 
RB: Favorite new restaurant of  Cincinnati? 
CO: I’ve enjoyed Mazunte, which will be 
highlighted in the March issue. 
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